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Author profile: Abiar Maluk

 
Abiar is one of the authors whose story is in Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes. Her story in the book is called 
‘Abiar’s Journey from Kenya to Australia’. 

Abiar arrived in Australia when she was 7 years old. Abiar came to Australia with her mother, father and 
younger sister, Adier. Abiar’s parents were both forced to leave their childhood homes in South Sudan 
during the Second Sudanese Civil War (1983-2005). They both moved between many places, on foot, to 
try to stay safe during the war. 

Abiar’s family had been living in the Kakuma Refugee camp in Kenya. When the family arrived in 
Melbourne in 2005, they were reunited with some family members and Abiar remembered feeling 
welcome.

Abiar and her family moved to the regional city of Traralgon in Victoria in 2008. It was when Abiar was a 
student at Liddiard Road Primary School in Traralgon that a teacher, Sharon Sandy, first recorded Abiar’s 
story that is in Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes. In 2018 Abiar remembered this experience and that she really 
appreciated that Sharon wanted to listen to her story. 

With some of the other authors in 2018, Abiar reflected on what she might say to her 10-year-old self who 
told this story.

I’d probably tell my younger 10-year-old self to appreciate 
everything about life and what our parents have done for us to be 
where we are today. Like, we have education, we’re not starving, 
and just the simple things. And we never knew … our books would 
come out like this.

Abiar also remembered being at an event to celebrate the book’s publication. 

It was really big … we found … we weren’t … just doing the book 
just for fun ...  And the fact that people are reading our books and 
are inspiring them in some type of way … it makes you feel proud 
of yourself and that you’re doing something.

Abiar also spoke about the importance of her cultural heritage. She said,

If you lose your identity, you lose yourself.
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