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Information sheet: South Sudan

Independence
South Sudan became an independent nation in  
2011. Before this, South Sudan was part of the 
Republic of Sudan, which was formed in 1956. 
The Republic of Sudan was the biggest country  
in Africa.

 
War
There has been a lot of violence and conflict 
in Sudan and South Sudan. This includes the 
First Sudanese Civil War (1955 to 1972), and the 
Second Sudanese Civil War (1983 to 2005). In 
2013, a civil war began in South Sudan.  A civil 
war is a conflict between people within one 
country.  

These conflicts have affected many generations 
in this area. Many people were killed in these 
wars.

 
Forced movement of people
Millions of South Sudanese people have been 
forced to leave their homelands and seek safety 
in other places due to ongoing fighting. 

People have also been forced to move because 
food and water have been scarce. 

Many South Sudanese people have had to live in 
refugee camps before being allowed to move to a 
new country. Life is not easy in these camps and 
often there is a shortage of food and water.

Coming to Australia
In 1991, in the middle of the Second Sudanese 
Civil War, many Sudanese and South Sudanese 
people came to Australia. Most of these people 
were able to come to Australia as refugees under 
Australia’s Humanitarian Program.

Fighting continued in the region after South 
Sudanese independence. This meant that more 
South Sudanese people were seeking safety, and 
some came to live in Australia.

People may have to move between several 
countries before they are allowed to live in 
Australia. Sometimes people may get permission 
to come to Australia, but have to leave family 
members behind.
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