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Literature circle: Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes 
Give each person in your group one of the roles below.

Discussion director
Keeps notes of the group’s responses to the questions and writes them up.

Investigator
Uses the Information sheet: South Sudan handout to find connections between the story and the history 
of South Sudan.

Travel tracer 
Tracks the action that takes place in a story and records it as a diagram or map. This might show a 
journey taken by the characters or the different events or actions that happen in the story.

Summariser
Writes a summary of the story, responds to the question and presents it to the class. 

Group 1 – ‘Steven the Donkey’

Group 2 – ‘From Sudan to Traralgon’

Group 3 – ‘Missing My Father’

Group 4 – ‘Africa’

Group 5 – ‘My Nice Uncle’
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Group 1: ‘Steven the Donkey’ by Sunday Garang
What hardships did Sunday experience while living in the refugee camp? What strengths did she and her 
family show when facing these hardships?

Group 2: ‘From Sudan to Traralgon’ by Paul Kuol
How has life changed for Paul since coming to Australia?

Group 3: ‘Missing My Father’ by Kudamba Abas
What might people lose when they leave their home country and come to Australia?

Group 4: ‘Africa’ by Guguei Malual 
What does Guguei remember of his school and daily life when he was living in Africa? 

Group 5: ‘My Nice Uncle’ by Nyakim Ruach

How has violence and conflict affected Nyakim and their family? How does Nyakim explain their family’s 
relationship between Australia and Africa? 
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