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Lesson plans: Foundation to Year 2 
Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes  

Curriculum links
Historical Knowledge
Personal histories 
Differences in family structures of families and 
the role of family groups today, and what they 
have in common and how these have changed or 
remained the same over time (VCHHK059) 

How the present, past and future are signified 
by terms indicating and describing time 
(VCHHK060) 

Differences and similarities between students’ 
daily lives and perspectives of life during 
their parents’ and grandparents’ childhoods, 
including family traditions, leisure time and 
communications (VCHHK061) 

Key inquiry questions
What was daily life like for the children and their 
families in these stories? How is their daily life 
similar and different to your home and school 
life? Which objects can be special to children? 
Why?

Learning intention
To help students understand the experiences 
of families who came to Australia after leaving 
South Sudan because of war.

To allow students to reflect on personal narratives 
written by children with South Sudanese 
heritage.
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What you will need
•	 Teacher Kit

•	 a copy of Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes

•	 audio and visual material found at https://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources/ 
 
-    photograph of Adior Athiak (formerly Adior Deng) in Adior Athiak handout

-    audio of Adior Athiak reading ‘Just a Piece of Material’

-    video ‘How to fold a blank 12 page book’

-    video ‘How to photocopy a 12 page book’

-    video ‘How to fold a 12 page book’ 

•	 ‘Making a 12 page book’ handout

•	 square of paper for each student to make a 12 page book 14 cm x 14 cm

•	 A4 and A3 paper 

•	 collage materials 

•	 fabric scraps

•	 textas

•	 glue sticks

•	 scissors

•	 a box to place the ‘special objects’

Further information/resources
The lessons plans include some contextual information for the stories and histories presented.  
There is more information about the history of South Sudan and the impacts of war on people 
(including migration and forced movement) in:

•	 the Teacher Kit

•	 Powerpoint slide pack (which can be used selectively with students, as needed)

•	 additional information pack for students 



kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources 3

Lesson 1: My house
(45 minutes)

Time Activity

5 minutes Introduce 
Show the students the book Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes.

Tell students:

•	 they are going to hear a story from this book

•	 the book is made by people who publish books by kids for kids. They are 
called Kids’ Own Publishing

•	 the books are by people with South Sudanese heritage

5 minutes Create context and understanding
Explain to students: 

•	 South Sudan is a country in Africa

•	 many people from South Sudan have moved to Australia because of war in 
their country

•	 before coming to Australia, South Sudanese people often lived in other 
countries nearby, like Kenya

5 minutes Read and listen
Read the story ‘My House’ by Nyalieb Chiok to the students. 

10 minutes Discuss
Here are some questions to guide a class discussion about the story 
What was everyday life like for Nylieb and her family?  
How is your home life similar to her home life?  
How is your home life different to her home life? 

In ‘My House’, Nylieb tells us about her home and daily life. What do students 
know about the homes and daily lives of their families in the past? What were 
their homes like? Who did they live with? How was this different to today?

20 minutes Respond
Show the students the illustrations from the story – house and scorpion.  
Explain to students that these illustrations, and all other pictures in the books, 
were created by children.

Prompt discussion with the following questions: What can you see in the 
pictures? What is the house made from? How do people in Nyalieb’s story cook 
their food? What things can be dangerous in Nyalieb’s home?

Give a basket of collage material to each table of students. Give each student a 
square of the pre-cut paper and ask them to create a picture of where they live.

Collect all the pictures and use the Kids’ Own Publishing instructions to make 
them into 12-page books. Give each student a copy of the books in next lesson.
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Extension activity
Ask students to write about their artwork, their homes, and the person/people they live with.  
 



kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources 5

Lesson 2: Special things
(45 minutes)

Time Activity

5 minutes Introduce

Show the students the book Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes

Remind students:

•	 the book is made by an people who publish books by kids for kids

•	 the books are about people from South Sudan, which is a country in Africa

Tell students that they will hear a story from the book written by Adior Deng 
when she was 6 years old. (Adior now goes by the name Adior Athiak.)

5 minutes Create context and understanding

Remind students that the authors are now much older than they were when they 
wrote these stories. 

Show students the photo of 16 year old Adior (in 2019) in the Adior (Deng) Athiak 
handout.

10 minutes Read and listen

As a class, listen to Adior Deng reading her story ‘Just a Piece of Material’ from 
Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes.

Tell students that this is what Adior said about reading her story now:

So, reading it, it’s like seeing how much has changed. ’Cause a lot changed for 
me in that time. I went to Africa in 2012. I met my dad and now I remember him. 
And I remember the blanket. I found it eventually ’cause I lost it … and I met all my 
aunties and my cousins.

10 minutes Discuss

Here are some questions to guide a class discussion about the story and 
children’s special objects:

What is the piece of material used for in Adior’s story?

Adior says ‘I think it is special’. Why is the material special?

Do you have any special objects from when you were younger? Or any special 
objects now? Do you think these objects will always be special to you?

15 minutes Respond

Supply students with fabric scraps, a sheet of A4 paper, glue, scissors and textas 
and ask them to recreate their special object with collage and drawing.

Find a box in which you can place all the ‘special objects’. Keep it in the classroom 
for future extension activities.
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Extension activity
Ask students to write an explanation of why their object is special to them and attach it to  
their artwork. 
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