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Lesson plans: Years 3 to 4 
Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes 

Curriculum links
Historical Knowledge
Community, remembrance and celebrations 

A significant example of change and a significant 
example of continuity over time in the local 
community, region or state/territory (VCHHK073)

The role that people of diverse backgrounds 
have played in the development and character 
of the local community and/or other societies 
(VCHHK074)

Significance of celebrations and 
commemorations in other places around the 
world (VCHHK077)

Key inquiry question
What kinds of experiences have children and 
parents with South Sudanese heritage had before 
they came to Australia?

Learning intention
To help students understand the history of South 
Sudan and the reasons why South Sudanese 
people seek asylum in Australia.

To allow students to reflect on the experience of 
reading non-fiction stories about their world.

http://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK073
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK074
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK077
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What you will need
•	 Teacher Kit

•	 a copy of Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes

•	 a copy of In My Kingdom

•	 audio and visual material found at https://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources/

	- video of Adier Maluk reading ‘Rebecca’s Story’ 

	- photograph of Guguei in Guguei Malual handout

•	 Story response handout (2 for each student, one used in each lesson)

•	 photocopies of the stories for each of the 6 groups with at least one copy between two students 

Further information/resources
The lessons plans include some contextual information for the stories and histories presented.  
There is more information about the history of South Sudan and the impacts of war on people 
(including migration and forced movement) in:

•	 the Teacher Kit

•	 Powerpoint slide pack (which can be used selectively with students, as needed)

•	 additional information pack for students 

http://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources
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Lesson 1: Rebecca’s story
(45 minutes)

Time Activity

5 minutes Introduce 
 

Show the students the books Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes and In My Kingdom.

Tell students:

•	 Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes was written by children in Australia and In My 
Kingdom was written by their parents and other adults in their community

•	 they are going to hear a story from In My Kingdom. The books are made by 
people who publish books by kids for kids, called Kids’ Own Publishing

•	 the books are by people with South Sudanese heritage

5 minutes Create context and understanding

Explain to students: 

•	 South Sudan is a country in Africa

•	 many people from South Sudan have moved to Australia because of war in 
their country

•	 before coming to Australia, South Sudanese people often lived in other 
countries nearby, like Kenya

•	 people who have to move to another country because it is not safe in their 
own country are often described as ‘refugees’

5 minutes Read and listen

Show the video ‘Rebecca’s Story’ from In My Kingdom, read by Adier Maluk, to 
the students.

15 minutes Discuss

Give each student the Story response handout. Use the prompts on the handout 
to guide a class discussion. Some questions are included below which may help.

‘I felt ...’ 
What emotions did you feel while listening to the story? Why do you think you 
felt this way?   

‘I wondered ...’ 
What questions do you have after hearing this story? What would you like to ask 
the author of the story?

‘I learned ...’ 
What kind of information did you discover about South Sudan? What did you 
learn about Rebecca’s life? What did you learn about Rebecca and her family 
coming to Australia?

‘I was surprised by ...’ 
Did anything in the story take you by surprise?

15 minutes Respond 
Ask the class to individually complete the Story response handout.

http://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources
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Lesson 2: I felt, I wondered ...
(45 minutes)

Time Activity

10 minutes Introduce

Show the class the book Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes. 

Remind students:

•	 the book is made by people who publish books by kids for kids

•	 the book is by children with South Sudanese heritage

•	 the authors of these stories are now much older than when they wrote them

5 minutes Create context and understanding

Explain to students:

There is a story in the book by Guguei Malual titled ‘Africa’ from when he was 7 
years old. Show students the photo of 17 year old Guguei (in 2018) in the Guguei 
Malual handout.

In 2018 Guguei explained his family’s movement due to war:

I was born in Kenya from a war that happened in South Sudan. So, all my family 
travelled to Ethiopia then Kenya and then I was born and grew up …  half my 
childhood in Kenya and the other half in Australia.

15 minutes Read and listen

Divide the class into six groups. Give each group the Story response handouts 
and copies of one of the following stories from Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes. 
Ensure that students have at least one copy of the story between two.

Ask the students in the group to read their story as a group (taking turns to 
read, or nominating a reader).

Group 1: ‘Steven the Donkey’ by Sunday Garang

Group 2: ‘From Sudan to Traralgon’ by Paul Kuol

Group 3: ‘Missing My Father’ by Kudamba Abas

Group 4: ‘Africa’ by Guguei Malual (video recording available if required)

Group 5: ‘My Nice Uncle’ by Nyakim Ruach

Group 6: ‘Abiar’s Journey from Kenya to Australia’ by Abiar Maluk (video 
recording available if required)

5 minutes Discuss

Ask students to discuss their story as a group using the Story response handout.

10 minutes Respond

Ask students to complete the Story response handout in relation to their story. 

http://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources
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Extension activity 1
Give students a copy of the story ‘My Three Sisters’, from Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes by Victoria Kuol. 
Ask students to read the story and respond to the questions: 

•	 How can we welcome new people into our school community or local community?

•	 What does Victoria say that suggests she feels welcome?

Ask the student to make a book that they could give to a new member of the school 
or local community to welcome them, using the Kids’ Own Publishing instructions 
on how to make, fold and photocopy a 12 page book at: 
https://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources/.  

Provide the students with thin black textas, glue, scissors and collage material for this activity.

Extension activity 2 
Ask the student to answer the following questions:

•	 Do you think sharing/hearing/recording children’s stories is important? 

•	 Why do stories by children matter?

http://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources

