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Lesson plans: Levels 5 to 6 
Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes 

(Duration: 2 x 45 minute lessons)

Curriculum links
Historical Knowledge
Australia as a nation. The stories and perspectives 
of people who migrated to Australia, including 
from one Asian country, and the reasons they 
migrated (VCHHK095)

Key inquiry question
What are some of the ‘push and pull’ factors that 
cause people to migrate from South Sudan to 
Australia?

Learning intention
To help students understand the history of South 
Sudan and the reasons why South Sudanese 
people seek asylum in Australia.

To allow students to reflect on the experience of 
reading non-fiction stories by children about their 
world.

http://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources
http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHHK095
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What you will need
•	 Teacher Kit

•	 a copy of Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes 

•	 video material on website:

	- video of Abiar Maluk reading ‘Abiar’s Journey from Kenya to Australia’ found at  
         https://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources/

•	 Information sheet: South Sudan handout and the Author Profile: Abiar Maluk handout (one copy for 
each student)

•	 photocopies of the stories for each of the 5 groups with at least one copy between two students 

•	 Literature circle handouts

Further information/resources
The lessons plans include some contextual information for the stories and histories presented.  
There is more information about the history of South Sudan and the impacts of war on people 
(including migration and forced movement) in:

•	 the Teacher Kit

•	 Powerpoint slide pack (which can be used selectively with students, as needed)

•	 additional information pack for students 

http://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources
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Lesson 1: Push and pull factors
(45 minutes)

Time Activity

5 minutes Introduce 
 
Show the students the book Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes. 

Tell students:

•	 they are going to hear a story from this book

•	 the book is made by people who publish books by kids for kids. They are 
called Kids’ Own Publishing

•	 the book is by children with South Sudanese heritage

10 minutes Create context and understanding

Explain to students: 

•	 South Sudan is a country in Africa

•	 many people from South Sudan have moved to Australia because of war in 
their country

•	 before coming to Australia, South Sudanese people often lived in other 
countries nearby, like Kenya

•	 people who have to move to another country because it is not safe in their 
own country are often described as ‘refugees’ 

•	 the terms ‘push factors’ and ‘pull factors’ are used to describe why people 
migrate from one area to another. Push factors are things that drive people 
away from a place. Pull factors are things that draw people to a new place

•	 an example of a push factor is war, and an example of a pull factor is better 
employment possibilities

15 minutes 
 

Read and listen

Show the video of Abiar Maluk reading ‘Abiar’s Journey from Kenya to Australia’. 
Ask students to read the Information sheet: South Sudan and Author profile 
handouts.

10 minutes Discuss

As a group, using the Information sheet: South Sudan and Author profile 
handouts, discuss the following questions: 
What are the push factors in Abiar’s story? What are other push factors for 
people to leave their home? What do Abiar’s family think life in Australia might 
be like? Are there any pull factors identified in Abiar’s story?

5 minutes Respond

As a class, come up with reasons why people have migrated to Australia from 
other countries in the past. For example, family reunion, jobs, climate, lifestyle, 
war and conflict, famine, adventure, or marriage. Invite students to come up and 
write them on the board.

http://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources
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Lesson 2: Literature circle
(45 minutes)

Time Activity

5 minutes Introduce

Show the students the book Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes.

Remind students:

•	 the book is made by people who publish books by kids for kids. They are 
called Kids’ Own Publishing

•	 the book is by children with South Sudanese heritage

5 minutes Create context and understanding

Ask students to write down two things they learnt about South Sudan in the 
previous lesson, and share these with the class.

35 minutes Read, listen, discuss and respond

•	 Divide the class into five groups.

•	 Give copies of the relevant story to each group – ensure there is at least 
one copy for two students. 

•	 Ask each group to read their story, taking turns to read, or nominating a 
reader.

Group 1: ‘Steven the Donkey’ by Sunday Garang

Group 2: ‘From Sudan to Traralgon’ by Paul Kuol

Group 3: ‘Missing My Father’ by Kudamba Abas

Group 4: ‘Africa’ by Guguei Malual (video recording available if required)

Group 5: ‘My Nice Uncle’ by Nyakim Ruach

•	 Give each group the Literature circle handouts for the story they are 
reading. They will also need to refer to the Information sheet: South Sudan 
from Lesson 1. 

•	 Ask students to discuss as a group the questions that relate to the story 
they are reading. 

•	 Each person in the group is to take on one of the roles in the Literature 
circle – Discussion director, Investigator, Travel tracer or Summariser – and 
complete the handout according to their role. 

•	 Roles can be assigned by the teacher or decided amongst the group. 

http://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources
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Extension activity 1
Give students a copy of the story ‘My Three Sisters’ from Donkeys Can’t Fly on Planes by Victoria Kuol. 
Ask students to read the story and respond to the questions: 

•	 How can we welcome new people into our school community or local community?

•	 What does Victoria say that suggests she feels welcome?

Ask the student to make a book that they could give to a new member of the school or local 
community to welcome them, using the Kids’ Own Publishing instructions on how to fold, make and 
photocopy a 12 page book found at https://kidsownpublishing.com/classroom-resources/ 

  
Provide the students with thin black textas, glue, scissors and collage material for this activity.

Extension activity 2 
Ask the student to answer the following questions:

•	 Do you think sharing/hearing/recording children’s stories is important? 

•	 Why do stories by children matter?

Extension activity 3 
In the Author profile handout, Abiar explains that she feels proud about telling her story in a book.

What are you proud of?
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