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Student Information Pack 

South Sudan and migration to Australia 

South Sudan became an independent nation on 9 July 2011. Before this South Sudan was part 
of the Republic of Sudan which was formed in 1956.

Map of South Sudan and surrounding countries UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Source: Wikimedia Commons (2012)
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Timeline of Major Political Developments – South Sudan 1955-2019

Year Event
1955 Rebel soldiers organised as Anyanya guerrilla army 

This was the start of the conflict that became known as the First Sudanese  
Civil War 

1956 Sudan gains independence from joint British-Egyptian rule 

1972 Government of Sudan grants some autonomy (political independence) for 
Southern Sudan

A formal Peace Agreement is made in Addis Ababa. This marks the end of 
the First Sudanese Civil War 

1978 Commercial oil discovered in Southern Sudan 

1983 The political independence Southern Sudan was given is stopped by 
Government of Sudan. Conflict between North and Southern Sudan begins 
between Government forces and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 
(SPLM). This is the start of what became known as the Second Sudanese 
Civil War. 

1988 Officials plan to stop the conflict and decide on some arrangements, but 
the plans are not put in place 

1989 The military takes control of the Government in Sudan 

2002 Sudan Government and People’s Liberation Movement and the 
Government in Sudan agree to stop fighting (a ceasefire agreement is 
made) 

2005 More formal plans are made to end the conflict. The arrangements are 
called the North/South Comprehensive Peace Agreement. This agreement 
marks the end of the Second Sudanese Civil War. After this an independent 
government is formed in South Sudan. 

2008 Fighting between Northern and Southern forces starts over land that is in 
an area with large amounts of oil which is a valuable resource that can be 
sold (This was in the town of Abyei) 

2011 The people of South Sudan vote in a Referendum for South Sudan’s political 
independence. South Sudan becomes an independent nation 9 July 2011. 

2012-13 There is conflict over oil 
Civil war begins in South Sudan in 2013
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Civil War in Sudan
Civil war is the name given to war between people of within one country. This chart shows the 
years when there was Civil War in Sudan. 

Civil war began again in 2013. A peace agreement was made in 2018, but fighting continues 
and the war has not formally ended. 

 

Children living with war in Sudan
Family and community life has been disrupted by wars in Southern Sudan. Some male children 
were forced to fight as soldiers. Many children lost family members and friends because of the 
war, as well as from lack of food and also illnesses. Children, like adults, were often injured or 
killed, and many were deeply affected by their experiences.

 

When people are forced to leave their home country
When someone is forced to leave the country they live in and move to another country because 
of violence, persecution or war, they can be described as a refugee. The United Nations defined 
this particular legal use of the word in 1949.

Many people in South Sudan were forced to leave their homelands because of fighting. When 
people needed to leave, they made their way on foot to places where there was less violence. 
Some went to other parts of country or to nearby countries such as Ethiopia where they could 
be safe. Sometimes families could do this together, but often people were separated, and many 
children travelled alone. 

Refugee camps were established where people could live. The Refugee Camp in Kakuma 
was created by the United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) and the United 
National Word Food Program in 1992. A camp was started there in 1991 because South 
Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia had to leave Ethiopia because war began there. 

Because of the ongoing conflict in South Sudan, over many years people have left their homes 
to live in refugee camps like the one in Kakuma. Many children are born, grow up and go 
to school in refugee camps. Today there are people from more than 19 nationalities living in 
Kakuma, with over half the population being South Sudanese.
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This map is from the book In My Kingdom: South Sudanese parents’ stories for their children in Australia. 
It shows the location of the Kakuma Refugee Camp just over the border of South Sudan in Kenya. The 
places in red are all mentioned in these stories. 

Coming to Australia
The numbers of Sudanese and South Sudanese people coming to Australia increased after 1991 
which was about halfway through the Second Sudanese Civil War. By 2001, the majority of 
people born in Sudan who moved to Australia arrived under Australia’s Humanitarian program. 
Numbers increased in 2011 after South Sudan was declared independent.

It usually takes long time for people to be accepted as refugees who are allowed to come 
and live in Australia. Sometimes people have moved between several countries before they 
have the formal documents so they can move to a different country permanently. Even when 
some people manage to get permission to come to Australia, they often have to leave family 
members behind.

 

Numbers of people needing protection who have been allowed into 
Australia since 1977 
The Liberal Government of Australia in 1977 established the first planned Humanitarian 
Program to deal with large numbers of people leaving their home countries because of war  
and humanitarian issues. 
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The table below shows the total number of people who were granted visas to permanently 
resettle in Australia between 1977 and 2018. Australia’s Humanitarian Program has changed 
over time and is made of different formal categories that people can apply under, to seek 
permission to live in Australia. These categories are:

•	 Refugees (as defined under the 1951 United Nations Refugee Convention)

•	 Special Humanitarian Program (established in 1981 for people who are not refugees under 
the terms of the UN Refugee Convention, but have suffered human rights violations and/or 
discrimination)

•	 Special Assistance Category (introduced in 1992 to assist who did not fit into other 
categories above. It was closed in 2001 and is part of the Special Humanitarian Program).

People can make applications under these categories when people are outside of Australia. 
Under the Special Humanitarian Program, the person applying to live in Australia needs support 
from an Australian citizen, permanent resident or an organisation based in Australia. 

For people within Australia, a claim for protection in line with Australia’s Human Rights 
obligations can be made. If this is accepted, the person can permanently resettle in Australia. 
The table below includes people in this category. 

Year Number of 
Visas Granted

1977–78 9,326

1978–79 13,450

1979–80 19,954

1980–81 22,545

1981–82 21,917

1982–83 17,054

1983–84 15,485

1984–85 14,207

1985–86 11,700

1986–87 11,291

1987–88 11,392

1988–89 11,309

1989–90 12,415

1990–91 11,284

1991–92 12,009

1992–93 11,845

1993–94 14,070

Year Number of 
Visas Granted

1994–95 14,858

1995–96 16,252

1996–97 11,902

1997–98 12,055

1998–99 11,356

1999–00 9,960

2000–01 13,733

2001–02 12,316

2002–03 12,119

2003–04 13,547

2004–05 12,925

2005–06 13,685

2006–07 12,788

2007–08 12,604

2008–09 13,412

2009–10 13,757

2010–11 13,799

The data is taken from the Australian Government’s Historical Migration Statistics available from: https://
data.gov.au/data/dataset/historical-migration-statistics

Year Number of 
Visas Granted

2011–12 13,759

2012–13 20,019

2013–14 13,768

2014–15 13,756

2015–16 17,555

2016–17 21,968

2017–18 16,250


